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Yashka Refuses, in Face of
Death Threat, to Permit|
Establishment of Soldiers

Committee in Woman's
Battalion of Which She
Is Head

After Being Mobbed and
Beaten Russian Peasant
Girl Is Given Extraordin-
ary Honors, Her Banners
Blessed and a Commis-
ston Bestowed

fCopuripht, 1010, by Frederick A, Stoles Co,i |

Thin story, told by Marin Batelikireva and |
tria flllllt('ﬂ and transcribed by lsnae  Lon

wvine, In published by the Fredericlk A
Stoken Compuny under the title of **Yaushka.'")

THIS STARTS THE STORY

In the swummer of 1917 Maria
Botehkareva formed this Batthlion of
Death, n woman's fighting unit in
the Russinn army and u peasgant glr!
thus stepped into the Internutlonul
hall of fame, This is her story. In
the earller installments she told of
the hardships of her ehildhood, the
bLrutalities of ey marriage life, and
the realization of her wikh to become
n goldier. She tells of battles wan
and of the disorganization of the
army following the overthrow of the
Czar. 1t I8 her desive to ghame the
men that prompts her to form the |
Battalion of Death with the consent
of Kerenzky., Hut she meets with
diMcuities. War-weary moba pssall
her. The government, backed by
Rolshevists and pacifists, seeks to
undermine discipline In her bat.
tallon.

AND HERFE IT CONTINUES

It was reported to me that General
Polovtzey was actually
surrounded by the throng of raging
and menacing women, He sent them
back to the Institute, promising that
he would not disband them and that
he would eome to the barracks at 9
o'clock the following morning.
with the messenger to the quarters

and found everything in eplendid
order. 'The girls seemed anxious to
comfort their Natchalnik, and so

malntained calm and moved on tip-
1oe.

1n the morning everyvthing went as
usual, the rising hour, prayers, hreal.
fast and drilling. At 0 [ was informed
that Cieneral Polovizev, the adjutant
of Kerensky, Captnin Dementiny and
several of the, women who took an in
terest in the battalion were at the
gate. 1 qulekly formed the battalion.
The general greeteda us and we saluted
He then shook hands with me and
gave orders to let the girls out into
tha garden, for he wilted to talk
things over with me,

T asked myself, asn T lnd the group

of  distinguished visitors into  the
house, what it all meant, “If It meuns
that they came to persuade me to

_form a coramittee,” T thought, “then
‘it will make it mighty hard for me,

but 1| shall refuse all pleas."”

My antleipation proved correct. The
general had brouglit all these patron-
eases of mine to help hilm break my
obstinacy. He immediately Inunched
Into an exposition of the necessity to
comply with generul regulntions and
introduce the committee system In the
srmy. He argued along the already

familinr lines but T would not budge, |

He gradurlly became angry,

“Are you n soldler? he repeated
the question put to me by Kerensky.

“Yes, Gospodin Generall®

“Then why don't you ohey orders?”

“Recouse they are againgt the in-
torests of the country. The commit-
taes are o plague. They have destroyed
our army,” 1 answered,

“But it is the Inw of the country,”
he declared.

wyew, and it is a ruinous law, de.
gigned to disrupt the front In time of
war."

“Now I ask you to do it as A matter
of form.” he argued in a different tone

‘altogether, perhaps himself realizing

the truth of my words. “All the army
committees are beginning to wonder
ahout you,
they ask, and why Is she allowed t
command without i committee?
it only for the sake of form. Your
girls are 8o devoted to vou that a com-
mittes elected by them would never
serlously bother you. At the same
time it would save us trouble."

Then the women surrotnded me and
hegged me and coaxed me to Eive way.
Some of them wept, others embraced
me, all got on thy nerves. Nothing
ecould enrage me s0 much as this
wheedling, 1 grew exasperated and
completely lost control of myself,
gripped by hyeteria.

“¥ou are rascals,
want to destroy the country!
of here!” 1 shrieked madly,

“Shut up! How dire you shout ke
+hat? I am a general. T will kill you! e
Polovizey thundered at me, trembling

h ire.

wl‘t:)\l'l right, you can kill me! kill me!"
1 eried out, turi?s my'c "(1 open and

ointing to my chest, “ me!"
r The u%neml then threw up his hands,
muttering angrily under his breatn,
wWhat the devil! This is a demon,
not & woman! You can do nothing
with her” and he, with his mixed
sulte, withdrew,

The following morning a telegram
came from General Polovizev notifying
me that I would be allowed to con-
tinue my work without a committee!

Thus endsd the row caused by the
mutiny in the battalion, and which
nearly wrecked the entire undertaking
Tt was a hard fight that 1 had maae,
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with an inseription that read some
thing llke this:

"Long Live the Provisional Govern-
ment! Let Those Who Can. Advance!
Forward, Brave Women! To the De
fense of the Bleeding Motherland!™
» Wa were to march with this hanne:
in the demonstration ovginized in op.
poaition to the Bolshevik demonstra
tlon, set for that day., The Invalids
| were to march In the same parade
T talked matiers over with their chief
when we met at Morskaya.

The air was charged with alarming
rumors, ‘The captain of the Invallds
pliced fifty revolvers at my digposal.
T distributed them among the instruet-
ors and my other officers, leaving o
paly for myselif.

The band of the Volynski Regiment
headed the Battalion of Death, as hatf
the soldiers of that regiment had re
fused to mareh ngainst the Bolsheviki.
havine already been  contaminated
with Bolshevist Ideas, although it was
June,

Mars ¥Field, our destinatlon. was,
ahput five versts from our birracks.
The whole route was lined with enor-
mous erowds which eheered us and the
Invalids of whom there wers only |
about #5000, - Many women on the side
walks wept, mourning the glrls that
1 wau leading Into what seemed o con-
fliet with the Bolsheviki., Everybody
snfd, “Something is going to happen |
today.” |

As we approached the Mars Fileld |
wiliere the opposing demonstration was |
held T ordered my saldiers to sit downl
and rest for fifteen minutes,

“Srroysial " (Form ranks!) T ordered
at the end of that time, We were all
more or less nervous, as Il en the eve
of an offensive. 1 addressed: a few
|words to the battalion. Instructing
them to stick hy me to the end; not to |
insuit anybody, not to run at the
slightest provocntion, in order to avoid |
a panle. They all pledged themselves |
to fulfill my Instructions, |

Before resuming the march. the can- |
tuin of ihe Tnvalids, several of his sub-

---!1I\-

ordinate officera ana all my instructors
came forward and asked to mareh in
| the front row with me. T objected.
| but they insisted, and T finally had to
give wav, in spite of my desire to show
| the Bolsheviki that T was not afrald.
| The crowds on the Mars Field were
A stream of march-
ors with Bolshevist banners flowed
Into the great saquare, We stopped
within Afty feet of & Bolehevist erowd
| and were met promntly by a hall of
| jokes and curses. The opponents de-
rided the nrovisional government and
shouted: “Tong live the Revolutionary
| Democracy! Down with the War!”

Some of the girls could not suppress
thelr indignation and began to reply,
provoking a hot argumenti

“When you cry, ‘Down with the
wir!' you are helping to destroy free
Russin.” I exclaimed. stepping forward
| and addressing myself to the turbulent
neighbors. “We must beat the Ger-
| mans fAirst and then there will be no

“'llf."

"KL her!

threatened.

Greatly aroused, T rushed a few
steps nearer 10 the crowd. My fingers |
gripped the two pistols, but in all the |
[ exeltement that followed, the idea was |

fixed In my mind that T must not shoot
! at my own people, common workers
and peasants, |

“Wake up, you deluded sons of Rus.
sla! ‘Think what you are doing! You
are destroying the Motherland! Scoun-
drels!”" 1 concluded as thelr derislon
continued,

My Instructors
back na the throng swarmed around
me, but [ tore myself out of their
|m'ma and plunged into the thick of it.

I worked myself up to such a state
of frenzy that T did not cease talk-
Iing‘ even when a volley of shols was

indeed enormoius.

Kill her!" several volces

tried to hold me
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CHEAPER TRANSPORTATION
INSTEAD OF CHEAPER CARS

C ations requ;'re cars for the use of executives. They can afford
to buy to the best advantage. They choose Packards for definite
business considerations: longer life and higher second-hand value;
ease of handling; lower maintenance cost; reliability; economy and

safety; and because the Packard is professional through and through

AHERE are a good many men in a rui
as to motoring possibilities.

_They don’t know whai they are
missing or what it is costing them to
use a compromise car.

They never will know until they get their hands
on the steering wheel of a Packard Twin Six, feel
its sensitive response, its pick-up and get-away,
its pep and go, its ease of control, its absolute
smoothness and accuracy. ' »

The Twin Six is a remarkable car to handie in
traffic. It is a revelation to the man who now
grinds and jerks along in congested city streets.

1t can be throttled down on high gear as low as
two miles an hour and most of its work is done
on high. From two miles an hour it will, in a few
blocks, Full up to better than a mile a minute. But
with all its speed and power it is not a racing
machine; it has none of the limitations of the car
built for fast travel over short distance; and it
doesn’t make you pay for power you don’t use.

One prominent industrial man says, “The
Packard has added at least three hours to my
potential business day.”

Another says, “With the Packard I can live 20
miles farther in the country.”

Another saJ's, “I can cover more ground and
keep to §che ule by my watch. These days the
Packard is more reliable than the trains.”

Another, “The Packard is one shining exampie
of a motor 'car'that an owner might elect to drive
and care for himself.”

There is a new science of transportation--that
of motor-vehicle performance, maintenance and
cost. It has to do with your car and its duty,
however limited its use.

The Packard people are transportation experts;
they have more to tell you on this subject than
any other organization in the world. You can ask
them to discuss your car problem without obli-
gation. It is to your interest and profit to do so.

| “Ask the Man Who Owns One”
Packard Motor Car Cqmpaﬂy of Philadelphia

319 North Broad Street
BRANCHES — Bethlekhem, Camden, Han-isburg,' Lancaster, Reading, Trenton, Williamsport, Wilmington '
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